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Malachi 
Theme: Rebukes and prediction 

Author: Malachi 

Verse: Yet from the days of your fathers you have gone away from My 
ordinances and have not kept them. Return to Me, and I will return to you,” 
says the Lord of hosts. “But you said, ‘in what way shall we return?’ Malachi 
3:7 

Date: Fifth century B.C.  

The prophet Malachi wrote this book after the Israelites had returned from 
captivity in Babylon. The temple and city of Jerusalem had been rebuilt and 
was once again the center of worship for the people. But God wasn’t happy 
about the way the people were worshiping. Malachi rebukes both the priests 
and the Jewish people for their sins. He does this with a six-part message 
delivered in a series of questions: 

1. How has God loved Israel? 
2. How have the priests honored God? 
3. How were the people breaking faith with each other? 
4. How had God been patient with Israel? 
5. How had the people robbed God? 
6. How would God remember those who were faithful to Him? 

Malachi’s many predictions include the judgment of the tribulation, the 
establishment of Messiah’s kingdom (the millennium), and the first and 
second comings of Christ to earth. God, through Malachi, summed up His 
message (4:4-6) with a final call to remember His law and a reminder that the 
Judge was coming. Israel didn’t get the message, and they didn’t hear from 
God again for the next 400 years. 
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Introduction 
● Students start by reading the book of the Bible for the 

month. 

● Once they are finished reading the book, they will need 
to give an oral book report about the book to their 
leader. 

● Students must recite the Theme, Author, Key Verse, and 
Date word perfect from memory. 

● Students then give a summary of the book in their own 
words, but must include all of the key points listed in the 
book summary, especially any bulleted items. 
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Habakkuk 
Theme: Impending judgment - the Babylonian invasion 

Author: Habbakuk 

Verse: Behold the proud, his soul is not upright in him; but the just shall live 
by his faith. Habakkuk 2:4 

Date: Seventh Century B.C.  

Nothing is known about the prophet Habakkuk except what his book reveals. 
Habakkuk was confused - how long could God put off punishing sinners? 
When God explained that Babylon was about to bring the punishment (which 
places Habakkuk some-where around 600 B.C.), the prophet is even more 
confused – Babylon was even more wicked than Judah! God give him 
encouragement: The just shall live by his faith (2:4b). The name Habakkuk 
means “one who embraces.” This is appropriate because, at the very end of 
the book, the prophet embraces God in the midst of calamity. Though the fig 
tree may not blossom, nor fruit be on the vines; though the labor of the olive 
may fail, and the fields yield no food; though the flock may be cut off from 
the fold, and there be no herd in the stalls — yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I 
will joy in the God of my salvation (3:17-18). 
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April 
Nahum 
Theme: Ninevah’s Doom 

Author: Nahum 

Verse: The Lord is good, a stronghold in the day of trouble; and He knows 
those who trust in Him. Nahum 1:7 

Date: Seventh century B.C.  

The book of Nahum was written around 660 B.C. Little is known about its 
author except that he lived in a Galilean village. Nahum is the sequel to the 
book of Jonah. The people of Nineveh had repented when Jonah preached to 
them, and God’s judgment was delayed for more than 100 years. In the book 
of Nahum, however, the Ninevites were again disobeying God. They had 
invaded and conquered the northern kingdom of Israel and were throwing 
their weight around. Nineveh was a huge fortress with walls 100 feet (30.5 
m) high, thick enough for three chariots to ride side-by-side on the top. It 
seemed impregnable. Nahum relayed a message: “Behold, I am against you,” 
says the LORD of hosts (3:5a). He warned that God’s judgment was 
approaching in the form of a flood and fire. In 612 B.C., the Tigris River 
overflowed and destroyed part of the wall. The Babylonian army entered 
through the gap and destroyed the city so thoroughly that for centuries (until 
1842), nobody knew where it had stood. 
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September 
Acts 
Theme: The Early Church  

Author: Luke  

Verse: But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; 
and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, 
and to the end of the earth. (Acts 1:8)  

Date: About A.D. 60  

Acts was written by the physician, Luke, and is a continuation of the Gospel of 
Luke. In it, he records the last acts of Christ on earth as He ascended to heaven 
to be with the Father.  

The death and resurrection of the Messiah was prophesied in the Old 
Testament, but that didn’t excuse the Jews of their guilt for killing Him. In the 
second chapter, Peter exhorts the Jews to repent of their sin and accept their 
Messiah. He offers them the kingdom they were promised by the prophets. 
Some Jews believed and were saved on the day of Pentecost, but most did not. 
The leaders of Israel were strong in their opposition and began persecuting the 
believers almost right away, eventually stoning Stephen.  

But God is a God of grace, and He gave the Jews every chance. Throughout the 
book of Acts, we see Jews in almost every region of the civilized world hearing 
the message of the risen Messiah and rejecting it. Even Paul, the apostle to the 
Gentiles, went to the Jew first. Finally, in Chapter 28, with the rejection of 
Christ by the Jews in Rome, God’s chosen people are cast aside. Paul declared: 
“Therefore let it be known to you that the salvation of God has been sent to 
the Gentiles …” (Acts 28:28). (Of course, God’s promises are unconditional, and 
the Jews will once again receive the offer — and accept it — after the rapture.)  

God, in His foreknowledge, knew what choice the Jews would make. He didn’t 
wait until Acts 28 to act. In Chapter 9, shortly after the stoning of Stephen, He 
appeared to Paul, the chief tormentor of the believing Jews, and saved him. 
Paul became God’s messenger of a new gospel — that anyone, Jew or Gentile, 
could be saved by grace alone through faith alone without the law. Side by side 
with the history of the Jews’ rejection of Christ as their Messiah is the spread of 
Paul’s gospel through his three missionary journeys around Asia and Europe.  

The final chapters record Paul’s arrest and journey to Rome as a prisoner. 
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March 
Amos 
Theme: Ultimate universal rule of David 

Author: Amos 

Verse: But let justice run down like water, and righteousness like a mighty 
stream. Amos 5:24 

Date: Eighth Century B.C.  

Amos was a farmer from the country south of Jerusalem during the reign of 
King Uzziah, about 755 B.C. He raised sheep and grew figs until he was called 
by God as a prophet. Although he was from Judah, his message was for the 
kingdom of Israel under Jeroboam II. The nation was enjoying prosperity and 
was, for the moment, at peace. But Amos warned the people: … I know your 
manifold transgressions and your mighty sins: afflicting the just and taking 
bribes; diverting the poor from justice at the gate (5:12). He warned of 
coming destruction (which took place about 30 years later when the 
inhabitants were carried into the Assyrian captivity). But he also ended with 
hope, looking forward to a still-future time when Jesus Christ will reign over 
Israel in the land God gave them. 
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February 
Hosea 
Theme: Apostasy of Israel 

Author: Hosea 

Verse: I will betroth you to Me forever; yes, I will betroth you to Me in 
righteousness and justice, in lovingkindness and mercy. Hosea 2:19 

Date: Eighth century B.C. 

Hosea prophesied in Israel at about the same time as Amos did, beginning in 
the reign of Jeroboam II and continuing through the period of the last six 
kings. The book covers about 40 years. God instructed this prophet to marry 
Gomer, a prostitute who continued her ways after their marriage. Hosea 
likened her unfaithfulness to Israel’s unfaithfulness to God and warned them 
of God’s wrath. He even gave his children names that symbolized the coming 
judgment. But although people are unfaithful, God never is. Hosea 
demonstrated this by purchasing Gomer back after she had left him to 
pursue her profession - God will one day do the same for Israel. 
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October 
1 Corinthians 
Theme: Christian Conduct  

Author: Paul  

Verse: Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the 
Lord. (1 Corinthians 15:58)  

Date: A.D. 55  

The apostle Paul established the Corinthian church during his second 
missionary journey. The people in the church were saved — Paul makes this 
very clear — but they weren’t living like it. Paul calls them carnal, which means 
they were living in their old, sinful natures instead of in their new, Holy Spirit-
powered natures. Paul corrects and instructs them on: 

• Divisions in the church caused by various members bragging about 
following different leaders  

• Allowing a man living in open sin to be part of the fellowship  
• Taking other Christians before secular courts instead of resolving their 

differences themselves  
• Marrying nonbelievers  
• Eating meat offered to idols  
• Abusing the Lord’s Supper  
• Speaking in tongues which was causing confusion in the church 
• Claiming there was no resurrection from the dead  

Paul ends on a positive note, encouraging the Corinthians to walk with the 
Lord. Near the end of this letter he writes: Therefore, my beloved brethren, be 
steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that 
your labor is not in vain in the Lord (1 Corinthians 15:58). 
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January 
Daniel 
Theme: Rise and fall of kingdoms 

Author: Daniel  

Verse: And He changes the times and the seasons; He removes kings and 
raises up kings; He gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to those who 
have understanding. Daniel 2:21 

Date: Sixth Century B.C.  

Daniel, taken captive by Nebuchadnezzar into Babylon, lived during the reign 
of four kings: Nebuchadnezzar, Belshazzar, Darius and Cyrus. The first six 
chapters of his book contain the familiar accounts of his refusal to eat the 
king’s food, the fiery furnace and the lions’ den, while Chapters 7 through 12 
contain prophecies revealed to Daniel in the form of dreams and visions. 
Those prophecies that have already been fulfilled (such as those in Daniel 8 
and 11) have had a literal fulfillment. Because of this, we can know for sure 
that the prophecies that haven’t yet been fulfilled will also be fulfilled 
literally. 

One of Daniel’s prophecies, that of the 70 weeks in Daniel 9, was God’s 
revelation that Israel’s punishment would last for 70 sevens (the actual 
meaning of the Hebrew word translated weeks - and here referring to 70 
periods of seven years, or 490 years in total). The angel Gabriel indicated that 
the 490 years would be divided. The first 483 years began when Artaxerxes 
issued a decree to Nehemiah allowing him to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem 
and ended on the day that Jesus Christ rode into Jerusalem on a donkey. The 
remaining seven years will take place during the still-future tribulation when 
God’s wrath will be poured out on earth and only a remnant of Israel will be 
saved. Those who are alive on earth during the tribulation will recognize the 
working of God because of Daniel’s vision. 

Other prophecies concern the evil Gentile nations, Alexander the Great and 
the wars between nations in the years between Daniel’s life and the birth of 
Jesus Christ. Near the end of the book, God tells Daniel: Many shall be 
purified, made white, and refined, but the wicked shall do wickedly; and 
none of the wicked shall understand, but the wise shall understand (12:10). 
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November 
Isaiah 
Theme: Israel and the coming Messiah 

Author: Isaiah  

Verse: He shall see the labor of His Soul, and be satisfied. By His knowledge 
My Righteous Servant shall justify many, for He shall bear their iniquities. 
Isaiah 53:11 

Date: Eighth Century B.C.  

This book of prophecy was written by one of the greatest Hebrew prophets. 
Isaiah was called by God to prophesy to Judah during the reign of kings 
Uzziah, Jothan, Ahaz and Hezekiah. He urged the people to turn back to God 
and stop worshiping idols, and he warned them what would happen if they 
didn’t. But even while he was saying this, he knew the people wouldn’t 
respond. Then I said, “Lord, how long?” And He answered: “Until the cities 
are laid waste and without inhabitant, the houses are without a man, the 
land is utterly desolate, the LORD has removed men far away, and the 
forsaken places are many in the midst of the land” (6:11-12). 

Isaiah’s prophecies foretold the fate of Judah and the nations who stood 
against God’s people. In many cases, these prophecies have a dual fulfillment 
- referring to the Babylonian and Assyrian captivities, and to the future 
judgment of the world upon Christ’s second coming at the end of the 
tribulation. 

After proclaiming the holiness and justice of God and His judgments on those 
who don’t obey Him in the first 39 chapters, Isaiah turns to a message of 
hope. He prophesies a day when the Messiah would come and suffer and 
then come again to reign over the nation in glory. In order to understand 
Isaiah, we must understand that all his predictions revolve around Christ’s 
two comings. Christ came the first time as the suffering, rejected Messiah to 
die for the sins of the people (Isaiah 53). At His second coming to earth, when 
Christ will set up His kingdom, Israel will be regathered to Palestine from its 
worldwide dispersion and will see fulfillment of the promised messianic 
kingdom. 
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November 
2 Corinthians 
Theme: Christian Righteousness  

Author: Paul 

Verse: For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might 
become the righteousness of God in Him. (2 Corinthians 5:21)  

Date: A.D. 56  

Not long after Paul sent the letter known as 1 Corinthians, he received word, 
probably from Timothy, that the church in Corinth was still having problems. 
Enemies, perhaps those who were encouraging the people to return to 
Judaism, had been opposing Paul and attacking his credentials. In response, 
Paul sent Titus with a second letter, which has not been preserved. Titus 
reported back to Paul that most of the members of the Corinthian church had 
resumed their loyalty to Paul’s message of the gospel but that some were still 
in rebellion. Paul wrote 2 Corinthians to defend his ministry and authority as an 
apostle and to rejoice in those who had repented … I rejoice, not that you were 
made sorry, but that your sorrow led to repentance … (2 Corinthians 7:9). The 
apostle then switches topics and encourages the Corinthians to keep their 
promise to give a large gift to the church in Jerusalem. But as you abound in 
everything — in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all diligence, and in your love 
for us — see that you abound in this grace also (2 Corinthians 8:7). Paul then 
finishes with a message for those still in rebellion against him. Examine 
yourselves as to whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Do you not know 
yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you? — unless indeed you are disqualified (2 
Corinthians 13:5). 
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January 
James 
Theme: Living Your Faith  

Author: James  

Verse: But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 
(James 1:22)  

Date: A.D. 42  

Like Hebrews, the book of James was written to Jews. James, the half-brother 
of Jesus Christ, was one of the leaders of the Jewish assembly in Jerusalem. He 
was writing to Jews who lived in other countries, many of them forced to leave 
because of persecution. The book has a very Jewish feel, with references to 
Abraham, the synagogue and the law. James and his audience believed in the 
risen Christ, of course, but there is no mention of what the cross means.  

James was most likely the first New Testament book, written long before the 
apostle Paul wrote any of his letters explaining the gospel that was entrusted 
to him for the Gentiles. When we read James, we need to remember that it 
was written to the Jews (just as we do when we read the requirements of the 
law in the Old Testament). But there is a great deal of practical application in 
the book for the Jews and for us. For example: 

• Find comfort in spiritual, not physical, things (James 1:9-11). 
• Don’t favor the rich over the poor (2:1-4). 
• Control your mouth and you’ll have a better chance of controlling your 

body (3:6). 
• Avoid the world and its temptations (4:4). 
• Remember that every day could be your last (4:13-17). 
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October 
Ruth 
Theme: Beginning of the messianic family of David 

Author: Unknown  

Verse: But Ruth said: “Entreat me not to leave you, or to turn back from 
following after you; for wherever you go, I will go; and wherever you lodge, I 
will lodge; Your people shall be my people, and your God, my God.” Ruth 
1:16 

Date: 11th Century B.C.  

After the Jewish man, Elimelech, died in the land of Moab, his wife, Naomi, 
wanted to return to her homeland in Bethlehem. Her Moabite daughter-in-
law, Ruth, chose to return with her to live with and be part of God’s people, 
no matter what the cost (1:16-17). She presented herself to Boaz, a relative 
of Naomi, and he righteously accepted his role as her kinsman-redeemer, 
which included the duties of redeeming the ancestral lands of a deceased 
relative and marrying his widow. Because of Ruth’s choice and her marriage 
to Boaz, she became one of the ancestors of King David, whose lineage 
eventually leads to the Messiah Himself. Boaz, Ruth’s kinsman-redeemer, is a 
type (a real event that is also an illustration of a deeper truth) of Christ, the 
great Kinsman-Redeemer, who will redeem the nation of Israel and its land 
and bring the people into rest in the kingdom. 
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September 
Leviticus 
Theme: Holiness 

Author: Moses 

Verse: Consecrate yourselves therefore, and be holy, for I am the Lord your 
God. And you shall keep My statutes, and perform them: I am the Lord who 
sanctifies you. Leviticus 20:7-8 

Date: 15th Century B.C.  

One of the 12 tribes of Israel, the tribe of Levi, was set aside to be priests in 
God’s tabernacle. Holiness is the theme and key word of this book - it 
appears 87 times. Major topics include offerings, consecration and cleansing, 
atonement, relationships of God’s people, instructions, and warnings. In 
addition to the Ten Commandments, there were more than 600 other laws, 
governing almost every aspect of life. Many of these laws are revealed in 
Leviticus, including instructions on food, social relations, feasts, purity, the 
Sabbath, and blasphemy. Near the end of the book, in Chapter 26, the Lord 
reminds the Israelites about the blessings they will receive if they obey and 
the punishments they will suffer if they don’t. But, again, God knew the 
outcome and reminded them of His unconditional promises to Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob. 
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February 
1 Peter 
Theme: Suffering and Glory  

Author: Peter  

Verse: Who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, having 
died to sins, might live for righteousness — by whose stripes you were healed. 
(1 Peter 2:24)  

Date: A.D. 60  

Peter sent his first letter to believing Jews who were suffering persecution for 
their faith. He begins with an explanation of why they experienced hard times. 
In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you have 
been grieved by various trials, that the genuineness of your faith, being much 
more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found 
to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ (1 Peter 1:6-7). The 
rest of the letter tells the believers how they should respond in the face of their 
suffering.  

• Without fear, and with a clear conscience, be ready to explain why you 
believe what you believe (1 Peter 3:13-16). 

• If you suffer for your testimony of Christ, don’t be ashamed but praise 
God for the privilege (4:12-16). 

• Stand firm against Satan’s attacks, assured that they restore you to 
strength (5:6-10). 
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2 Peter 
Theme: Faithfulness of Christ  

Author: Peter  

Verse: The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, 
but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all 
should come to repentance. (2 Peter 3:9)  

Date: A.D. 66  

Not long after Peter wrote his first letter, he wrote a second one to the same 
audience with a different purpose. False teachers were corrupting the truth 
and influencing the believers. These are wells without water, clouds carried by 
a tempest, for whom is reserved the blackness of darkness forever. For when 
they speak great swelling words of emptiness, they allure through the lusts of 
the flesh, through lewdness, the ones who have actually escaped from those 
who live in error. While they promise them liberty, they themselves are slaves 
of corruption; for by whom a person is overcome, by him also he is brought 
into bondage (2 Peter 2:17-19).  

Peter encouraged his readers to:  

• Grow in their faith (2 Peter 1:5-8).  
• Pay attention to God’s Word (1:16-21).  
• Be ready for the Lord’s return (3:9-10).  
• Be on guard against false doctrine (3:17-18) 
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April 
Jude 
Theme: Keep the Faith  

Author: Jude  

Verse: Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you concerning our 
common salvation, I found it necessary to write to you exhorting you to 
contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints. 
(Jude 1:3)  

Date: A.D. 70-80  

We don’t know very much about Jude. He is described as the brother of James, 
which would make him a half-brother of Jesus Christ. He was writing to a group 
of believers who were under attack by false teachers … who turn the grace of 
our God into lewdness and deny the only Lord God and our Lord Jesus Christ 
(Jude 1:4).  

These evil men were fellowshipping with the believers and tempting them to 
fall into sin. Jude reminded the believers that the apostles (Paul and Peter) had 
warned them in advance that this would happen. He compares the false 
teachers to Cain, Balaam and Korah, and, in some of the most descriptive 
language in the Bible, calls them … clouds without water, carried about by the 
winds; late autumn trees without fruit, twice dead, pulled up by the roots; 
raging waves of the sea, foaming up their own shame; wandering stars for 
whom is reserved the blackness of darkness forever (Jude 1:12-13).  

Jude also reminded the believers how God has dealt with the wicked in the 
past: the Egyptians, the fallen angels, and the inhabitants of Sodom and 
Gomorrah. He used a lot of strong words, but he ended his short book with 
strong words of praise in Jude 1:24 for… Him who is able to keep you from 
stumbling … even in the face of strong opposition. 
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March 
1 John 
Theme: Fellowship  

Author: John  

Verse: But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with 
one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin. (1 
John 1:7)  

Date: A.D. 90  

The word love appears 52 times in some form in 1 John. Love is one of the 
characteristics that define God: … God is love … (1 John 4:16). God’s love is 
unconditional, untainted by impure motives and does not take into account our 
worthiness to be loved. It’s also an active love because God wants the best for 
those He loves. That’s why God sent His Son as a sacrifice for our sins.  

On our own, we are incapable of loving God, but we can love God … because 
He first loved us (1 John 4:19). God’s love makes it possible for us to love and it 
provides us with motivation to love God and others. We are so secure in God’s 
love that we have no reason to fear. At the same time, we must be careful not 
to love anything more than we love God. If we do, it’s possible that we don’t 
love God at all (1 John 2:15).  

But don’t we all fail to love God frequently? Remember, God’s love is 
unconditional. He doesn’t expect us to be perfect, but He does expect us not to 
habitually choose the things of the world over Him. And when we fail … we 
have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous (1 John 2:1). 
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2 John 
Theme: Steadfastness  

Author: John  

Verse: And now I plead with you, lady, not as though I wrote a new 
commandment to you, but that which we have had from the beginning: that 
we love one another. (2 John 1:5)  

Date: A.D. 90  

John’s second letter was written to a Christian woman and her children. This 
woman often showed hospitality in her house, probably offering food and 
lodging to other Christians who were traveling in the area. John commended 
her for walking in the truth but warned her that false teachers were also out 
and about. He wanted her to stand fast in her faith and not associate with 
those who taught falsehood. He probably had in mind the Gnostics, who 
denied that Christ was human or even that He had a physical body 
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3 John 
Theme: Walk in Truth  

Author: John  

Verse: I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth. (3 John 
1:4)  

Date: A.D. 90  

John wrote this letter to a man name Gaius, who also provided hospitality to 
traveling Christians. The apostle was very happy when he said to Gaius: I have 
heard … of the truth that is in you, just as you walk in the truth (3 John 1:3). But 
there was a man in the local church named Diotrephes who was opposed to 
Gaius’ ministry. Evidently, he wanted to be in charge and didn’t want any 
interference from John or anybody else. John encourages Gaius to avoid 
Diotrephes and his faction and, instead, to imitate Demetrius, a man who … has 
a good testimony from all, and from the truth itself … (3 John 1:12). 
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