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 A Ministry of Shadow Mountain Community Church

Staying in the Word 
The First Step to Win Souls to Christ

“If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you.” —John 15:7 

As we once again move from the celebration of the Resurrection and the blood represented by Jesus’ new 
covenant to the focus on bringing his Word unto the depraved of the world, it is important that we keep His 
perspective.

HOW DID JESUS’ KNOWLEDGE OF SCRIPTURE HELP HIM? 
Remember, how Jesus on three different occasions, defeated the devil by refuting what he had said and 
quoting the Word of God? These three examples of dealing with the devil reveal what we are to do when 
trials, tribulation, and trouble come our way (Matthew 4:4, 7, 10). It is unavoidable that trials will come, so it 
is imperative that we learn the lesson by being constantly in the Word so that the fiery darts of the devil will 
not harm us. Each time the devil is defeated, our faith grows, and the Word is proven to be true. “Above all, 
taking the shield of faith, wherewith you shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.” 
—Ephesians 6:16

It was after the great spiritual experience of the Holy Spirit descending to anoint Jesus after his baptism that 
he went to the desert to commune with his Father and he fell prey to the devil, for there is nothing the devil 
hates more than for God to have expressed pleasure in his Son (Matthew 3:17). Just as we can attest, the 
devil is interested in harming those who will thwart his chief goal of preventing individuals to come to Christ 
and thus give glory to God.

HOW DOES FAITH GIVE ACTION TO THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT?
Charles H. Spurgeon explained in his sermon The Secret Power of Prayer delivered January 8, 1888, “As you 
abide in Christ you shall have firmer confidence, richer joy, greater stability, more communion with Jesus, and 
greater delight in the Lord your God…By prayer you shall be enabled to do; but before all attempts to do, ‘Ye 
shall ask.’ The choice privilege here given is a mighty prevailing prayerfulness.”

Spurgeon goes on to explain that “not by your natural talent can you win souls, nor by plans of your own 
inventing can you save men…O beloved, be filled with God’s Word. Study what Jesus has said, what the Holy 
Ghost has left on record in this divinely-inspired Book.” In this way, you will be able to see that believing is 
the action side of faith. Once the Word is in our heart so deeply that there is no doubt, so strongly that there 
is not even a question, then and only then will you be so in-tune with the Father, that your will, will be his will 
and his love for man will convert to your love for man and your desire to see everyone united with him as his 
disciples.

HOW CAN WE CONVERT THESE TRUTHS TO THE MISSION OF THE CHURCH? 
The purpose of God’s church is to win people to Jesus Christ. “…Go ye therefore into all the world and preach the 
gospel to every creature.” —Mark 16:15

It is not difficult to acknowledge that one of the best ways to allow individuals to be themselves according 
to Scott McConnell, Executive Director of Lifeway Research is through “Small groups and Sunday School 
classes [that] provide the relational glue that allows a local congregation to be a place where people love 
one another. Groups and relationships that are centered on the Word of God unify a congregation and 
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motivate people to work together on the mission of the church. Churches with few people participating in 
groups are not in a healthy position to be making more disciples.” 

Consequently, it is our goal as the church, to create community that loves to work together for Christ, “For it 
is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.” —Philippians 2:13

Something to Think About: 
A biproduct of abiding in Jesus, the act of taking time to dig deeper into the Word to make ourselves not 
only more knowledgeable of our Savior, but more in-love with our Savior should be the number one goal 
of every Christian. For, when we actually abide in Jesus, we see his value as unrivalled brilliance as he is the 
essence of light and unparalleled magnificence. Holy is He, and Worthy of our Praise!

Remember when you were saved? You may not have that same original zeal for Jesus, “…because thou hast 
left thy first love.” —Revelation 2:4 

Further Meditation: 
As you move closer to God through study in the Word, how has your faith in the promises you encounter, 
changed your prayer requests…? 
Did you ask what you will...? And finally, was it done…?

With my blessing in Christ Jesus,
Pastor Erick Zaldaña
Pastor, Hispanic Congregation

PRAISE & PETITION... 

Senior Pastor, Dr. David Jeremiah
• Our facilities were pushed to the max over Resurrection Weekend. Pray that the truth proclaimed will 

bring forth changed lives.
• As we continue our studies in the book of Ephesians pray that God would use the practical applications 

found in the concluding chapter to equip us unto lives of holiness and righteousness.
• Summer Blast outreach to children is in need of volunteers. Pray that God will provide a full complement 

of staff to sustain this important ministry to children.
• Christian Unified Schools and So Cal Seminary will be hosting graduation ceremonies this month. Give 

thanks for those who have completed their studies and pray for our graduates to seek God’s will for their life.
• Pray for revival.
• Continue to pray for God’s sovereign protection over Shadow Mountain Ministries.

Now thanks be to God who always leads us in triumph in Christ, and through us diffuses the fragrance of His 
knowledge in every place. For we are to God the fragrance of Christ among those who are being saved and 
among those who are perishing. (II Corinthians 2:14-15)

Family Ministries
Praise:
• For the opportunity to provide biblical counsel and encouragement to individuals who are facing challenges. 
• For our mentors who are meeting with couples preparing for marriage.
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Prayer:
• For those who come to Family Ministries for help with life challenges. Pray for our counselor as she 

meets with people to provide biblically based direction and help.
• For our GriefShare and DivorceCare leaders as they take a break for the summer to recharge. Pray for 

those who have attended the groups; for comfort, strength, and God’s provision for their needs.
• Pray for couples who are preparing for marriage, pray for a strong biblical foundation as they start their 

lives together.

Through the LORD’s mercies we are not consumed, because His compassions fail not. They are new every 
morning; Great is Your faithfulness. 
Lamentations 3:22-23

Evangelism, Connections, Discipleship, New Members & Baptism, 
Pastor Scott Pittman
Praise for:
• Easter follow up, we called 70 local first time guests, dropped off 55 gifts at people’s homes, and did 13 

home visits with our Evangelism team. We had many people interested in coming again and had two 
from the follow up calls give their lives to Jesus. 

Pray for: 
• Outreach/Connections team, that God will continue to guide them in their efforts. Also praying God 

would provide a couple more ladies to join our Wednesday night home visit team.
• The deacons and deaconesses who help with baptisms.
• Discipleship groups, that each one would be able to build a strong foundation to their new faith and that 

we would be able to connect them into other ministries of the church.
• Toni Vowels our Administrative Assistant who cares for all the details surrounding assimilations. 
• All our first-time guests, that God would meet them where they are and help them find a home at 

Shadow Mountain. 
• Pray for everyone involved in our New Member’s Class as they process the details of the class during this 

season. 
• Pray for all our altar counselors, that they would be encouraged, and that God would give them many 

opportunities to minister to people in our weekend services. 
• Pray that God will lead in continue development of all that we do. That we do everything with excellence 

for the glory of God.

“Be exalted, O God, above the heavens; let your glory be above all the earth.”  Psalm 57:5

Pastoral Care, Pastor Ray Benton
Pray for Pastor Ray Benton and Pastor Gareld Murphy and Pastor Tim Powell and Pastor Brian Moulton as 
they seek to be an encouragement to those going through difficult physical challenges and those who are 
shut in. Pray our calls will provide encouragement and comfort.

Pray for our tele-care team members who connect weekly over the phone with encouragement by means of 
prayer and scripture to those who are shut-in from our congregation. These calls are more important than 
ever because of the isolation many are experiencing.

People home/hospital recuperating: Dawn Wilson, Sandy Hornyak, Jordan Roberts, Chuck Emert, Carolyn 
Hunt, Betty Preston, Dave  and Yola Schoenfeld, Jim Nemec,  Elizabeth Carrillo, Matthew Carrillo, Alice Hall, 
Ruth Cast, Donna Coombs, Suzanne Bennett, John Paradise, Tom Henry, Charlene Hyatt, Arlene Vollmer, 



Page 4  A Ministry of Shadow Mountain Community Church

Ronald and Marlene Robershaw, Banae Snow, Phil Johnston, Peggy Bush, Richard Upah, Connie Burgher, Bea 
Keller, Joanne Hendrickson, Ron Hover, Sterling Smith, Don Harrison, Richard Harvey, Ken Howell, Al Gossner, 
Gwenda Brown, David Harper, Jeanette Eddery, Jay Young, Wanda Harper, Terri Fulton, Kathy West, Jim Parker.
 
Pray for shut-ins: Sally Barber, Bill Babcock, Sue Jarrett, Barbara Hendrix, John Goetz, Cliff Swanson, Doug 
Ayres, David Morris, Alice Cook, Val Cooper.

Pray for families who have lost loved ones: Michael Hoferer, Marie Madden 

Psalm 43:5, “…Hope in God, for I shall yet praise Him…”

Director of Servant Ministries, Joyce Tepfer
• Thanks be to God for His extraordinary grace in bringing new members in a continual stream.
• There is a high interest in serving that is refreshingly contagious!
• SMCC is blessed with so many who are excited about discovering and using their spiritual gifts.
• There is so much joy in being in synch with God’s direction.
• Please continue to pray for the many who are jumping in to discover the above statements for themselves.
• Pray for the Ministry Advisors to face each new person with a goal to help them reach their potential in 

gift usage at SMCC in this season.
• Each one can pursue a GLORY STORY that glorifies God and provides good for so many. 

Business Office, Josh James
Praise:
• God’s continued favor and blessing on Shadow Mountain, Christian Unified Schools, and Southern 

California Seminary.
• The congregation’s faithful giving and His provision for the ministries at Shadow Mountain.
• The congregation’s support of Shadow Mountain Cares and the Benevolence Fund along with the 

Deacons’ discernment and compassion in the administration of this fund.
• The dedicated staff that God has called to serve in the Finance and Benefits/Payroll Department.

Prayer:
• God’s counsel in our stewardship of that which He has entrusted to us. May we use it according to His will to reach 

people locally and world-wide with God’s Word, the Gospel message, and knowledge of His love. That through our 
ministry many would come to accept Jesus as their Lord and Savior.

• Provision for those at SMCC who are struggling financially.
• Counsel for daily wisdom and discernment for Pastor Jeremiah and the staff.

Music Ministry, Tobin Davis
• Praise God for the blessing of music that adds beauty to our worship and helps us praise His Name.
• Pray for the leaders and directors of our Children’s and Student Choirs. Praisemakers (Ages 4-K), 

Children’s Choir (Grades 1-5), Resound (Grades 6-8), and Student Youth Choir (Grades 9-12).
• Pray for health and protection of our musicians.
• Pray for our technical team as they serve in each of our weekend services.
• Pray for the music ministry team, for wisdom and discernment, as they plan and prepare for the weekly 

rehearsal and worship services.
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Kids Ministries, Jesse Abeel
Please pray for:
• Our staff and volunteers to joyously communicate the love of Christ to the kids, their parents and each other. 
• The kids to have a genuine relationship with God, build a Biblical foundation for their lives, grow with 

friends and leaders, and develop a community at church that they love being part of.

Small Groups, Dale Bacon
Praises: 
• We are also grateful for the teaching and support from other ministries on campus and look forward to 

being able to partner with them for all SMCC leaders in the year ahead. 

Requests:  
• Fall Season Ending – The season has gone by quickly and as we look towards the coming holidays; we 

pray that our leaders would be mindful of everything we have accomplished together, for the glory of God. 
We also pray that they take time to enjoy the holidays with their families. 

College Ministry, Scott Smith
• Please pray for our students in the middle of this COVID-19 crisis.
• Please pray for our students and for their protection from the cultural forces prevalent on college campuses.
• Pray for our students who are seeking hope and truth in a world that seems divided to them.

Young Adult Ministry, 20’s-30’s, George Helewa
Praises:
• Thank you that we HAVE a ministry to this vulnerable and challenging demographic.
• For God’s incredible provision in so many ways.
• For Young Adults stepping up to be baptized. 
• For the MANY weddings we’re seeing in our ministry in 2023!
• For a good group of YA’s who are pursuing the Lord!

Prayer requests:
• For our Alaska Missions Trip. June 23-July 4th. That God would put together our team, provide the 

funds, and allow us to go serve in HIS power.
• Mental, emotional, and spiritual health for Young Adults. 
• For our small groups to be healthy and encouraging spaces where God honoring community happens. 

For perseverance as they finish the small group season!
• Protection for our Young Adults serving in the military.
• For our events, YA Café, and small groups, to impact lives every time we’re together. 
• Spiritual discernment as our community lives and works in the world. 
• For Pastor George: clarity and endurance as he leads his group and others in. Also, for endurance as he 

takes his seminary classes, with a goal to finish fall 2023. 
• Also, for Pastor George and his wife Krysten For a strong marriage, and wisdom as they navigate 

parenting their two teenage daughters. For their daughters to find their value, strength, and hope in 
Christ every day. Also, safety on their trip to Austria May 2-12.

• For Pastor George’s oldest, Amira (19). Provision for college bills as she attends Embry Riddle 
Aeronautical University in Prescott AZ. Prays for a productive summer, potential internships and work 
experience, as well as scholarships, so that she can gain experience and pay for college next year. 
Protection and wisdom at her school, and that God will pay for it! 
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• For Pastor George’s youngest, Jasmine (15), as she goes to High School at Valhalla and navigates the 
challenges of adolescence. Additionally, Jasmine is navigating some medical challenges with her left leg 
that the doctors are trying to properly diagnose and treat. Help her pain management and to maintain a 
good attitude and perspective as we figure this all out!

• For the San Miguel Fire Dept. where Pastor George serves as Chaplain. For opportunity to share God’s 
hope with the firefighters as they navigate the challenges they face personally and professionally. 
Protect their minds, bodies, spirits, marriages, and families. 

• For the YA’s getting married in 2023, God’s leadership in this new season!
• Administrative and practical help for the Young Adult ministry as we continue to provide connection 

and events for YA’s in SMCC. That we can fully minister to the YA’s at Shadow Mountain. 

Middle School Ministry, Chase Eurich
Prayer requests:
• Pray that God would continue to bless Middle School Ministry and the momentum of reaching new 

students and new families. 
• Pray for us as we kick off our Fall Season of mid-week small groups. 
• We have lots of new students joining us - please pray they feel welcome and comfortable.
• Pray that students would have a tenderness toward the Gospel.
• Pray for the parents of our middle schoolers - they have a hard job and need support and encouragement!
• Pray for more volunteers to join us in reaching middle schoolers for Christ. 
• Pray for continued safety and health for our staff, volunteers, and students. 

Praises
• Our ministry is continuing to grow!
• Students seem to be really connecting and are finding a sense of community in our ministry.
• We have an exceptional team of staff and interns. I thank the Lord for them! 

Shadow Youth High School Ministry, Pastor Grant Todd
We need prayer for the following concerning the Youth Ministry: 
• For the Lord to use the High School  messages to help our students connect and grow. 
• We want to pray for students to connect, grow, and serve the Lord.
• Asking God to energize and use our staff to reach out to our students.

Young Married Ministries, Troy Leeman
Praises: 
• Thankful for the new couples that the Lord is bringing.
• Thankful for all our leaders. 
• Thankful for the ministry and the platform the Lord has given us to reach out to couples and families, so they can 

have a place where they can grow spiritually and have a safe community for their marriages. 
• We are praising God for the new babies we have in the ministry. Pray for the health of the babies and the new 

parents as they start a new season in their marriage.

We ask God for the following:
• Wisdom to help our couples grow in their marriage.
• That God will continue to send us new couples.
• New leaders that we can train up and prepare for our growing ministry.
• Pray for our staff as we are planning summer events and new series. 
• Pray for wisdom and clarity for our team as we lead the ministry.
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Women’s Ministries, Lisa Paulson 
Praise: 
• Women’s Bible studies finished the semester with over 900 ladies actively studying the Word of God.
• We have over 600 ladies actively participating in our Active Military Wives, Needlecrafters, Joyful 

Hearts, Inspire, and Discipleship groups that meet regularly. God is faithful, God is moving, and women are 
connecting!

• “Unless the Lord builds the house, they labor in vain who build it” (Psalm 127:1a).

Prayer:
• The Coffee Connect event will encourage all age groups of women to connect and find their place in 

Women’s Ministries. 
• Planning, preparation, and Pastor’s message over Mother’s Day weekend would draw many to Christ.
• Our five-week Summer Bible study begins May 31st. Please pray many women will sign up and desire to 

connect to God, His Word, and women who will help them grow.
• Development of future leaders.
• God’s Wisdom and vision over Lisa, Jennifer, Kasey, and Council as we seek His will in ministering to the 

needs of His women.
• God would provide five more volunteers for our Caring 4 Kids Ministry.
• God’s provision in the preparation and planning for summer and fall events.
• The discipleship program will continue to grow and produce more Disciple-Makers.
• Future outreach opportunities to advance God’s Kingdom and pour into the next generation in 2023!

“For the equipping of the saints for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, till we all 
come to the unity of the faith and the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man (woman), to the measure 
of the stature of the fullness of Christ.” —Ephesians 4:12-13 (NLT)

Men’s Ministries, Manny Sanchez
Praises for:
• We averaged just under 450 men in our Spring Bible Study which is the largest and most consistent 

attendance ever.
• We saw 30 men either accept Jesus or get baptized this season as well.
• We have a wonderful and faithful team of helpers and leaders serving in Men’s Ministry.

Prayer 
• Our appreciation event is coming up for our men’s table leaders. Pray there is a good attendance, that 

the men would feel loved and appreciated and that God would be honored at this event.
• Pray for our Summer Study which goes from May 16 – June 13. Praying it would be wonderfully attended 

and that we would have over 300 men.  
• We are planning a Father’s Day car show again. Pray we get over 100 cars and that it would be one of 

the best Father’s Day Weekends we’ve ever had. We started later than usual so we are going to need 
some help. 

Campus Operations, Bryan Snow 
Let us be glad and rejoice!
• “Wherefore thou art great, O LORD God: for there is none like thee, neither is there any God beside thee, 

according to all that we have heard with our ears.” 2 Samuel 7:22
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The requests that we desire of Him:
• God’s blessing and power upon Trev Holman and Brian Petersen (special projects), Roy Rogers (shuttles, 

greeters, and more!), and Carla Pittman (hospitality).
• “I will extol thee, O LORD; for thou hast lifted me up, and hast not made my foes to rejoice over me,” 

Psalm 30:1. God has delivered us from many enemies, even when we didn’t know that danger was near! 
Let’s thank Him and ask for His continued grace in this area.

• May is a time of celebration, with Mother’s Day and graduations for Christian High, Southern California 
Seminary, and San Diego Christian College. These times of honoring parents and students are great 
opportunities to share the Gospel, so let’s pray that the Lord will use them greatly in His plan.

Missions, Dr. Gary Coombs
Missionary Updates – Somewhere in the World!

Henry & Lorna Amarila, Cruise Ship Ministry, US
• Rejoicing in the Lord! For allowing me to minister to some of the crew members of Disney Wonder 

Cruise Ship.
• Ivan, Toto, Jose, and Daryl prayed to receive Christ as their Lord and Savior. Please, pray for their spiritual 

growth. 
Dan & Debbie Bender, TMI, US
• Asylum seeking newcomers. The needs of this population are great, so please pray for the provision of 

basic needs, including funding for food and housing.
• Those seeking to know God and those who are reading scripture, that God would reveal truth and 

understanding.
Barrie & Cherri Williamson, Ethnos360, US & South Asia
• Pray for “N”, for God’s guidance and provision as N makes plans to take the Good News to an unreached 

group.
• Pray for Barrie’s heart health, as he is still having some issues. Pray for his heart to adjust to his new 

medications.
• Pray for Dad’s neuropathy pain to ease up so that he can sleep at night.

Sports Ministry, Tim Brown
Praise
• Pray for relationships to be built in our men’s basketball league and for opportunities to share the Gospel 

and invite families to Shadow Mountain.
• Pray for the men who are Christians in our men’s basketball league to represent Christ on the court to 

those who are not believers.

Praise
• Praise God for bringing all of the teams and participants to our men’s basketball league. We have 24 

teams playing.
• Praise God for those who have volunteered to help inside the gym on Monday nights during our men’s 

basketball league. 
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Hispanic Congregation, Pastor Erick Zaldaña
Praise God for:
• The special event Mothers of Influence, as we express our gratitude for the amazing mothers who have 

given sacrificially, may God continue to bless us with women who are filled with the Holy Spirit and a 
serving heart.

• Kid’s Day, a special yearly event where the Hispanic church dedicates a day to celebrate kids with a 
unique drama presentation and other fun activities such as rides on the Trackless Train of San Diego. 

• The many events and excursions that are planned for our Youth Groups that they would have the 
opportunity to learn about the importance of Godly friendships while at the same time living out God’s Word. 

• For the Pastors and Leaders of all the SMCC campuses who, with so much love and commitment, put 
their efforts into carrying out the work of the Lord with the ultimate goal of magnifying His name.

• For the opportunity to be able to preach the Word in Spanish on various Hispanic Television Stations 
since by this means people who cannot physically attend church have access to preaching in their 
mother tongue.

Pray for: 
• The individuals of our church who will attend the Baptism Class; may God work in their lives so that they 

continue to grow in the knowledge of his will.
• For our country to experience a Spiritual Revival, that more and more Americans will turn their hearts to 

the Lord; may God forgive us our disobedience, indifference and darkness and heal our land.
• Continued high attendance of the children in our grade school classes; may the teachers make SMCC en 

Español the best and most exciting place to be.
• For the continued health of Pastor Jesus Tiznado as he returns to South Bay campus after experiencing 

heart problems; may God give wisdom to the doctors who are treating him.
• For our Discipleship Groups, where individuals become fully committed followers of Christ, may God 

help them grow in faith and wisdom so that they too may disciple and lead others to Christ. 

Arabic Congregation, Pastor Robert Helou
Praises for:
• Seven individuals who accepted Christ as their Savior: three Americans, two Iraqis, and two Mexicans.
• The wonderful and uplifting service on Palm Sunday. The attendance was very good, and the people rejoiced.
• Easter Sunday service was very encouraging and very joyful. The attendance was more than expected.
• Kids Kare is back to normal with two dedicated workers and six serious volunteers to help them.
• Encouraging attendance of the special prayer meeting right before our Sunday morning service.
• Blessings enjoyed at our Prayer Night every Thursday. Praying for a personal revival and a church one too.
• The increasing number of volunteers for our Evangelism Ministry at Parkway Plaza every Monday evening.
• An optimistic spirit as several people are helping with the teaching and preaching according to their gifts.

Prayer requests for:
• Individuals that responded to the Gospel message through our various evangelism meetings and ministries.
• Needed revival in our lives as individuals, families, and our church, as well San Diego County, and California.
• The recovery of several elderly people who have some health issues and have stayed home for many months.
• The various ministries and weekly meetings: Ladies, Kids Care, FUEL, the Youth, Bible Study, and Sunday’s.
• Seven people who prayed the salvation prayer to be steadfast in their walk with the Lord.
• The special event in July 14-16 with a famous Lebanese preacher and singer, Pastor Ayman Kafrouny.
• The very special outreach event with the famous Egyptian Praise Team, The Better Life on August 20th, 2023.
• The struggling country of Lebanon, the deteriorated economy, the shortage in essential needed 

medicines and supplements.
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Alpine Campus, Kekoa Grover
We are thankful for:
• We praise God for our Kid’s Ministry Director, Teagan Davies who, for the last two years has done an 

absolutely wonderful job at loving our kids, leading our volunteers, and growing our kid’s ministry at the 
Alpine Campus!  She is a big reason why so many families choose to attend the Alpine Campus.

Praying for:
• A Jr High leader to lead our Jr High students on Sunday mornings. God has provided volunteers to serve 

in this ministry; now, we just need someone to lead it.
• God to bring a new worship leader to the Alpine Campus. Someone who loves the Lord, understands the 

purpose of worship, has a heart for the Alpine community, and can lead with excellence!
• God to provide someone gifted in Administration to serve part-time at the Alpine Campus.

Encinitas Campus, Paul Murray
We are thankful for...
• Continued growth and new people visiting and attending.
• A great Spring season of new life and excitement.
• A wonderful time of worship and celebration at Easter.

Requests...
• For the health and well-being of our congregation.
• For the many upcoming Spring/Summer events and activities.
• For our combined English/Spanish VBS, and all the planning.

Online Campus, Rod Gray
Praises:
• For over 15,000 viewers worldwide each weekend on our online platform, Facebook, and YouTube. 
• For those who accept Christ and those who make recommitments through our online ministry.
• Praising God for 15 small groups operating this season.

Prayers:
• For many who are homebound and shut-in to find a place to belong at Shadow Mountain Online.
• Continued increase for new online small group leaders and continued growth of our online small groups.
• For unchurched non-believers to come to Christ through our online platforms.

North Park Campus, Todd Hitchcock
We are thankful for...
• Our small group time on Tuesdays that continues to be a time of diving deep into God’s Word and 

connecting personally together. 
• The growth in our Men’s and Women’s Ministries. 
• The excitement for ministry and sharing the gospel by the members of North Park. 
• Connecting together with our community through four outreach events in March. 
• The 15 who attended our most recent membership class. 
• The two individuals who have recently accepted Christ as their Savior and Lord.
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We are praying for... 
• Greater impact in our community through our Saturday night service. 
• Greater impact to our community through our summer outreach to families and children. 
• Greater impact to families through our Wednesday night children’s program. 

South Bay Campus, Pastor Fausto Garay
We are thankful for...
• Continued growth in both of our Sunday services.
• A successful Easter Season.
• A growing sense of community within our congregation.

Prayer for: 
• Continued growth of our Young Adult and Youth Ministries.
• Worship Leader for our Youth Ministry.
• Launch of a Women’s Ministry Bible Study for the summer.

Central Coast Campus, Pastor Kevin Begley
We had our best Easter Service up here! 

Prayer:
• We’ve been blessed with people at our campus who are doing a lot of outreach. Pray that the un-

churched friends they make would know Christ as Savior!
• For helpers in the Children’s Ministry.
• For guidance of our worship team.

Praise:
• We had a park outreach and invited 50 families to Easter Service and Summer Blast.
• The Concert Master of the San Luis Obispo Symphony joined our worship team on Easter! And the 

worship was awesome!
• One of our small groups has begun attracting members of the Filipino Catholic community! They like that 

we do Biblical sermon based studies!

Twentynine Palms Campus, Mike Maddy
29 Palms Gospel Tent Crusade June 19th-23rd

Pray 
• Holy Spirit prepares souls for salvation.
• Workers to serve in the details.
• Favor with the city for permits and logistics.

Southern California Seminary, Dr. Gary Coombs
Praise for: 
• The privilege of serving as a ministry of Shadow Mountain.
• Pastor Jeremiah’s leadership and ministry, including his role as chancellor of Southern California Seminary.
• SCS Students and Alumni who are serving in local churches, in missions, in counseling, and in Christian 

schools and colleges. Grace, peace, and wisdom in serving.
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• Our faithful faculty who work diligently in equipping believers with biblical knowledge, Christian 
character, and ministry skills! 

• The joy of serving as SCS Staff and Faculty. Providing a working environment full of servant-minded 
people ready and available to serve the student body in their education to succeed in spreading the 
gospel in their ministry fields.

• We are so thankful for the academic institutions who are participating in the 2023 Fall Christian 
Education Leadership series beginning with the luncheon and monthly seminars which are designed for 
the Administration of local Christian schools, Homeschool Associations and Christian Academies.

Prayer for:
• Effective ministry for Seminary Leadership: Dr. Gary Coombs, President, Dr. Gino Pasquariello, Provost 

and Chief Academic Officer; Dr. James Fazio, Dean of Bible and Theology; Dr. Elizabeth Elenwo, Dean of 
Behavioral Sciences.

• SCS students and their families to be encouraged and faithful in their academic studies, ministries, and 
personal faith development as they navigate many shifting circumstances.

• Continuing generous support of donors through faithful giving for scholarships to help students attend 
seminary for Biblical training and formation. 

• Ministry opportunities for graduating alumni as well as a connection with others through the Alumni 
Association. 

• The 2023 Fall Christian Education Leadership Conference October 14th (currently holding monthly 
seminars leading up to conference). Reaching educators throughout the county and state. Building 
relationships and hearing their concerns for Christian education. 

• Community Course May 15—June 26 Understanding God’s Word: Unchanging Meaning in Changing Times. 
• May 12 & 13, 2023 Graduation Banquet and Commencement as we celebrate the academic success of our 

students. Also highlighting missions around the world. What a privilege to send out those who will carry 
the gospel into other nations. 

Christian Unified Schools, Bob Ruhlman
Prayer Requests: 
• Praise for the safety that we’ve had on our church and school campuses. 
• Praise our teachers and for all that they do each day in the lives of our students.

Prayer Requests:
• Please pray for our church and school leadership as we seek to continually improve our school security 

systems, support and staffing. 
• Please pray for our school administrators as they make key decisions in staffing. Pray that the Lord would 

provide excellent Christian educators that are fully aligned with CUSSD’s mission and values. Pray that 
the Lord would direct each leader to His person for the job. 

• Pray for our admissions team and that the students that we accept are here because God has placed 
them here.

• Please pray for our senior graduates on May 19 and that God blesses their graduation and makes it 
special, safe, and memorable. Please pray for our Senior Class of 2023 as they transition to life beyond 
Christian High School. Pray that each one would be equipped to serve their Heavenly Father for a lifetime.

• Please pray that our 8th graders enjoy a joyful celebration at promotion on May 18 and share treasured 
memories with their families. Please pray that they leave excited about their upcoming freshman year at 
CHS, and their hearts continue to grow in their relationship with Christ.

• Please pray for our teachers as they prepare for summer break that God would bless this much deserved 
time of rest. Pray that God would continue to bring us the most Godly, effective and caring teachers, with 
a passion and call to Christian education. 


