Guest Speaker: Rob Morgan
Due to having a guest speaker, there is not an outline this week.
Please use the space below for your personal notes.
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SMALL GROUP QUESTIONS
The questions below are about the life and character of Jesus’s mother,
Mary. Specifically, her submission, surprise, and suffering in motherhood. To
prepare ahead, you can read through Luke chapter 1 – there’s more to that
chapter than Mary, but it will give you context and put you in the right frame
of mind.
Getting Started
1. When you think about your mother, what quality do you most admire about her?
Which of her qualities do you most want to emulate?

2. What were some of the ways your mother revealed her love and devotion for you
and the rest of your family?

Going Deeper
1. The practice of submission was a central part of the character of Mary. What do
you think it means to submit to someone? Can you think of a few real-life
examples of submission today? To whom, or what, do we submit on a regular
basis?
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2. Mary practiced submission to God in significant ways. What are some of the
things in your life that are difficult to place under God’s control? What would it
mean for you to put those things in His hands?

3. Luke wrote of Mary that she is the “highly favored one” and that she is “blessed
among women.” Take some time as a group to read Luke 1:26-56 and then list
the qualities of Mary.

4. Read Romans 8:5-9 and talk about two sides of submission. Why is it hard, at
times, for us to be submitted to God? What makes it possible to live a life of
submission to Him?

5. Mary submitted to God’s plans for her by saying, “Let it be,” even when there was
a huge cost for her submission. What might it cost you to live in submission to
God?
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6. Read 1 Peter 3:13-17 and talk about how we can view – and respond to – the
cost of submitting to God.

Applying the Message
1. When Mary said, “Let it be,” she essentially said, “Lord, whatever you want me to
do, I am willing.” Do you have a sense that God is asking for something specific
from you? What would it look like in your life if you lived out the “let it be”
response to God?

2. One of the final things Jesus does on the cross is display His great love for His
mother. If it is still possible, how can you display great love for your mother in the
next week or so? If it’s not possible, how can you show love, respect, or honor for
a mother you know?
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